Commentary: extraocular muscle sparing in muscular dystrophy: a critical evaluation of potential protective mechanisms.
Muscles or muscle groups exhibiting responses to neuromuscular disease that are unlike those of other skeletal muscles may provide novel information about pathogenesis leading to improved treatment strategies. The author's laboratory studies the relationship between the unique phenotype of the extraocular muscles and their selective sparing or targeting in neuromuscular disease. This commentary evaluates the evidence for and against four hypotheses for the selective protection of extraocular muscle in Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) and merosin-deficient congenital muscular dystrophy (CMD).